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seemed to be an aversion on the side of Liddy, he said
he would sound her on the subject; and if her reluc-
tance was such as would not be easily overcome, he
would civilly decline the proposal of Mr. Barton; for
he thought that, in the choice of a husband, a young
woman ought not to sacrifice the feelings of her heart
for any consideration upon earth. " Liddy is not so
desperate/' said he, "as to worship fortune at such
an expense/' I take it for granted this whole affair
will end in smoke; though there seems to be a storm
brewing in the quarter of Mrs, Tabby, who sat with
all the sullen dignity of silence at dinner, seemingly
pregnant with complaint and expostulation. As she
had certainly marked Barton for her own prey, she
cannot possibly favour his suit to Liddy; and therefore,
I expect something extraordinary will attend his de-
claring himself my sister's admirer. This declaration
will certainly be made in form as soon as the lover can
pick up resolution enough to stand the brunt of Mrs.
Tabby's disappointment; for he is, without doubt,
aware of her designs upon his person. The particulars
of the denouement you shall know in due season: mean-
while I am
Always yours,
J, MELFORD.
LONDON, JuneW,